
PROOF:POSITIVE

At a time when many have given up on public education – and the futures of inner-city children – KIPP TRUTH Academy
is raising expectations. Our students are outperforming their peers and advancing toward college because we set high

standards, inspire achievement, and instill confidence. The results speak for themselves: 
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Letter from the Principal and Board Chairman

Thank you for your interest in KIPP TRUTH Academy and in our mission. We are equipping underserved
students with the knowledge, skills, and character traits necessary to succeed in top-quality high schools
and colleges, and in the competitive world. At a time when the Dallas high school graduation rate is
44 percent, our KIPPsters are proof positive that the achievement gap can be closed. 

The KIPP TRUTH Academy team consists of tireless educators and staff committed to every single
child reaching his or her potential; an exceptionally talented Board of Directors who volunteer their
expertise and time to make KIPP TRUTH the best possible place for kids to learn; and generous donors,
including the Meadows Foundation, the Todd Wagner Foundation, Hunton & Williams, and many others
who have supported our work financially.    

The last year brought many successes for our kids and for our school:  

� KIPP TRUTH Academy was named an “Academically Recognized” school by the Texas Education Agency,
one of the few non-selective middle schools in Dallas to attain that level of student achievement.

� Our second class of KIPPsters, the Class of 2012, was promoted to high school and 95 percent
of them gained admission to college-preparatory schools.

� A full-time “KIPP to College” Manager was hired to fully support all our alumni after their promotion
from KIPP TRUTH – through high school – and toward college. 

� A Teacher Fellowship, an intensive, yearlong, on-the-job training program for aspiring KIPP teachers,
was established to support the work of both our teachers and our students.       

As we look forward to the future, our team is committed to the following goals for the 2008-2009

school year:

� Seeing our students grow by at least 15 percent, as measured by the Stanford-10 Achievement Test

� Maintaining our “Academically Recognized” status

� Administering quarterly surveys to measure student satisfaction, with at least 80 percent of students
indicating that they enjoy and value learning at KIPP TRUTH

� Completing 5,000 community service hours 

KIPP TRUTH Academy continues to grow and reach more students. With this growth, we have an
immediate need for additional facility space and for financial resources to continue our new and
expanding programs. With your support, we can provide the excellent education that our kids – the
ones who need it most – deserve.   

Our kids truly are the future of our city, country, and world. We invite you to join our team in
transforming their lives through an outstanding KIPP TRUTH Academy education.

“KIPP has proven they can create an
environment where children,
who too often are not expected nor
equipped to succeed, can excel.
KIPP has raised a standard of student
achievement that no one can ignore
and everyone should emulate.”  

Bruce Esterline
Vice President for Grants
The Meadows Foundation

KIPP Schools: 

� Were founded in 1994 in Houston and
the South Bronx

� Serve more than 16,000 students

� Comprise 66 locally run schools

� Are located in 19 states and the
District of Columbia

� Matriculate 95 percent of pupils to
college-prep high schools

� Have earned alumni $25 million-plus 
in scholarships and financial aid
since 2000

� Send 80 percent of their alumni 
to college

Steve Colmus

Founding Principal/Superintendent

Kevin Parke

Board Chairman

2  : Work hard. Be nice.



Let’s be honest:
We know what goes through most people’s minds when they hear “urban students”

… “charter schools” … “dropout problem” … “South Dallas neighborhood” … “inner-city

school district.” Decades of academic underperformance, failed experiments,

unemployable graduates, and administrative turmoil can’t help but color one’s

assumptions about today’s public education landscape.

At KIPP TRUTH Academy, we have a different story to tell.
Our amazing students are proof positive that raising the bar, focusing on basics, and maximizing time
for learning can make all the difference. Ultimately, our approach is about cultivating future leaders
instead of perpetuating a culture of low expectations. We invite you to see how we’re opening a lot
of minds in the process. 

Igniting achievement – inspiring results
KIPP TRUTH Academy, located in the Oak Cliff area of Dallas, is a public school that defies the
odds – and the expectations. We offer a safe, structured, and free college-preparatory education for
fifth- through eighth-grade students from low-income areas in the southern sector of Dallas. We equip
our students with the knowledge, skills, and character traits necessary to succeed in top-quality high
schools and colleges nationally, and in the competitive world. 

Since our school’s founding in 2003, KIPP TRUTH students have significantly outperformed their public
school peers. As a result, we have promoted many students from our first two classes of eighth-
grade students to the best college-preparatory high schools in Dallas – and to prestigious Northeast
boarding schools. How? By fostering a learning environment that proves demography does not
define destiny.

Positive change in the public school arena
KIPP TRUTH is part of the Knowledge Is Power Program (KIPP), one of the best-known and most
successful networks of charter schools in the country. By focusing proactively on students in fifth
through eighth grade, our program bridges the critical gap between elementary school and high
school, when so many lose interest in school.

Locally, KIPP TRUTH Academy meets federal Adequate Yearly Progress standards and is rated as an
“Academically Recognized” school by the Texas Education Agency. Our school also has been named
to the 2007 Honor Roll by the Texas Business and Education Coalition, and has been spotlighted in
local media.

Overcoming limited opportunities 
Our students come primarily from communities with fewer

resources and lower-performing schools than pupils in
more affluent areas. During the 2007-2008 school year,

Nationally: 
� 58 percent of low-income fourth

graders cannot read. 

� 61 percent of low-income eighth
graders cannot do basic math.   

Source:  U.S. Department of Education

Locally:
� Fewer than 7 percent of residents

within District 4, where KIPP TRUTH

is located, have obtained a degree
through higher education.

� More than 37 percent of District 4
citizens have not graduated from
high school.

Source: City of Dallas
Office of Economic Development



68 percent of KIPP TRUTH’s population was African-American and 32 percent was Latino. More than
80 percent are considered “economically disadvantaged” by government standards and receive a
free or reduced-cost lunch. 

Our students also arrive well behind their peers academically. For example, members of the Class of
2012 – students are referred to by the year they enter college – came to us in fifth grade reading and
doing math at the mid-third-grade level. By the start of seventh grade, those same ‘KIPPsters’ were
nearly up to grade level in reading, and their math skills tested above the eleventh-grade level.

Fundamentals and positive reinforcement
KIPP TRUTH Academy strives to ensure that ALL students learn – and that learning is a lifelong process.
Our teachers and staff work relentlessly to ensure that each child has the best possible education
and future. 

Consistent with the national KIPP model, our approach emphasizes the following:

� Exceptional instruction in basic skills

� Critical thinking 

� More time on task – nearly 70 percent more learning time than typical schools

� Focus on discipline and behavior

� High expectations for academic achievement

� A caring environment 

The Five Pillars 
All KIPP schools share a core set of operating principles known as the
Five Pillars. These principles lay the foundation for students to perform
at the highest academic levels. 

HIGH EXPECTATIONS
KIPP schools have clearly defined and measurable high expectations for academic achievement and
conduct that make no excuses based on students’ backgrounds. Students, parents, teachers, and staff
create and reinforce a culture of achievement and support through a range of formal and informal
rewards and consequences for academic performance and behavior. 

Some KIPP TRUTH students arrive without self-confidence, strong character skills, or expectations of
success. We open their minds to new possibilities and support them with positive reinforcement,
while raising the achievement bar. Before they enroll, many view attending college as an unimagin-
able dream. At KIPP TRUTH, they are continually reminded that it is attainable and expected. 

Expanding horizons through field lessons 
Students who work hard and make good choices throughout the year earn the right to attend the
grade’s field lesson: a 4-5 day excursion that provides hands-on learning outside of the classroom.
KIPPsters have studied civil rights in Birmingham and Atlanta; natural sciences in Colorado; Texas
state history in San Antonio and Austin; and U.S. history in Washington, D.C. Students keep a journal
of their experiences, complete assignments, and engage in critical discussions. Beyond teaching
accountability, field lessons enable many kids to see a world outside their corner of Dallas for the
first time. 

CHOICE AND COMMITMENT
Students, their parents, and the faculty of each KIPP school choose to participate in the program.
Everyone must make and uphold a commitment to the school and to each other to put in the time
and effort required to achieve success. 

KIPP schools are not for everyone – they are intense academic environments dependent upon a
three-way partnership. Students, parents, and teachers all sign a “Commitment to Excellence”
reflecting the collective investment of hard work and dedication required to succeed. For example,
parents must sign their children’s homework, thus keeping them apprised of their children’s progress,
and they are notified of any issue that comes up in school. 
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Since opening in the fall of 2003, KIPP TRUTH

Academy has experienced consistent
growth. Although the school is chartered
to serve 320 students, our facilities,
located in a strip shopping center, are
straining to accommodate our expanding
student body. 

ACADEMIC
SUCCESS

FIVE PILLARS

4  : ALL of us WILL learn.



MORE TIME
At KIPP schools, there are no shortcuts when it comes to success in academics and in life. With an
extended school day, week, and year, students have more time in the classroom to acquire the
academic knowledge and skills that will prepare them for competitive high schools and colleges, as
well as more opportunities to engage in diverse extracurricular experiences. 

Like the other KIPP Academies, KIPP TRUTH requires students and teachers to attend school from
7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. during the week, for four hours on Saturdays, and for three weeks during the
summer. Not surprisingly, by the time eighth graders are promoted to high school, they have received
3,000 more hours of instruction than their peers. In addition, students and parents are given
teachers’ cell phone numbers and may call until 9 p.m. for homework help.

Added enrichment 
KIPP TRUTH Academy collaborates with agencies across Dallas County to spread the word about what
we offer and to ensure that more low-income pupils have access to various resources and enrichment
opportunities. Through our partnership with the YMCA After-School All-Stars program, we provide
extracurricular activities for students on a weekly basis. These activities include chess, art, sports,
math, and dance clubs.

POWER TO LEAD
The principals of KIPP schools are effective academic and organizational leaders who are committed
to excellence. They have control over their school budgets and personnel. They are free to swiftly
move dollars or make staffing changes as needed. 

Similarly, KIPP TRUTH teachers are outstanding instructors who are passionate about education and
dedicated to their students. As respected professionals, they have the autonomy to tailor the
standards-based curriculum to the immediate needs of students. 

FOCUS ON RESULTS
Just as there are no shortcuts, there are no excuses. Students are expected to achieve a level of academic
performance that will enable them to succeed at the nation’s best high schools and colleges.
KIPP schools hold themselves accountable for each student’s success, and educators operate with a
“do whatever it takes” attitude to help students attain these goals.

High School Placement
College preparation begins as early as the 7th grade with a dedicated curriculum. Students at each
grade level visit prestigious high schools in North Texas and area universities so they can visualize
their goal. Our high school placement director also helps all KIPP TRUTH students gain admission to
the best schools for them. 

KIPP to College
After leaving KIPP TRUTH, students’ performance and academic progress is
monitored through the “KIPP to College” program. Our program
manager makes every effort to ensure that all
alumni from KIPP TRUTH Academy receive
the academic, social, and emotional support
needed to be successful in high school
and to stay on track toward college admission
and graduation. 

“KIPP TRUTH taught me to be very
diligent with my schoolwork and
to give it my best no matter what.
It prepared me pretty well for ESD.
The work is challenging, but I have
a strong foundation. And now I
mentor four younger ‘KIPPsters’
who have since come to ESD.”

Bre’Shard
Sophomore at 
Episcopal School of Dallas 
Class of 2011



The Proof is in the Results
The following charts show the progress of our students from when they entered KIPP TRUTH Academy
to the end of the 2007-2008 school year. The Stanford Achievement Test (SAT-10) is a nationally
norm-referenced test that enables us to track the performance of a common group of KIPP students
over time. It also allows us to compare this progress with that of students nationally. (The average
student nationwide remains at the 50th percentile each year and thus records zero, or normal, growth.)

For example, the Class of 2012 started fifth grade at the 25th percentile of test-takers in the country
in Math and the 23rd percentile of test-takers in the country in Reading. After four years at KIPP,
these same students jumped to the 86th percentile of test-takers nationwide in Math and the 49th
percentile of test-takers nationwide in Reading.

High School Matriculation
In the spring of 2007, our founding class of KIPPsters – the Class of 2011 – was promoted to high school.
The second class, the Class of 2012, was promoted in the spring of 2008. 

� Forty-one of our current 50 alumni (including 95 percent of the Class of 2012) 
now attend college-preparatory schools. 

� Collectively, they have earned more than $1 million in scholarships for private, 
parochial, and boarding schools. 

KIPP TRUTH Academy alumni are
currently enrolled at these
high schools:

Boarding

Middlesex School (Concord, MA)

ABC Strath Haven (Swarthmore, PA)

Private Day/Boarding

The Hockaday School

Private

Greenhill School 

Parochial

Episcopal School of Dallas

Magnet

Townview Science & Engineering*

Townview Health & Sciences

Middle/Early College

El Centro Middle College High School

Early College High School
at Nolan Estes Plaza**

Charter

Uplift Schools***
Peak Academy
Williams Preparatory
Hampton Preparatory

*   Townview Science & Engineering Magnet was
ranked the #4 public high school in the nation
in 2008 by Newsweek magazine.

**  Middle/Early College High School students take
their courses on an accelerated schedule,
enabling them to take college courses
throughout high school. 

*** Uplift Schools are high-performing public
charter schools affiliated with The North Hills
School in Irving, ranked the #18 public high
school in the nation in 2008 by Newsweek.

Class of 2012 — 8th Grade
2007-2008  /  SAT-10
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Class of 2013 — 7th Grade
2007-2008  /  SAT-10
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Class of 2014 — 6th Grade
2007-2008  /  SAT-10
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Class of 2015 — 5th Grade
2007-2008  /  SAT-10
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6  : No shortcuts. No excuses.

Entering Fifth Grade  2004
Leaving Eighth Grade 2008

Entering Fifth Grade  2005
Leaving Seventh Grade 2008

Entering Fifth Grade  2006
Leaving Sixth Grade 2008

Entering Fifth Grade  2007
Leaving Fifth Grade 2008



State & Local Funding

Grants & Contributions

Federal Funding

79%

10%

11%

KIPP TRUTH Academy Revenue Sources—Year End June 30, 2008
Total Revenues:  $2,289,000
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Facilities
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KIPP TRUTH Academy Expenses—Year End June 30, 2008
Total Expenses:  $2,234,000
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2007—2008 Per-Pupil Revenue (Based on 180 students)
Total:  $12,714 per student

State Funding  $8,954

Grants and Fundraising  $1,271

Federal Funding  $1,449 

Other State and Local  $1,040

FINANCIAL DATA
2007—2008 Audited Results

REVENUE SOURCES
State and Local Funding $1,799,000

Per-Pupil Allocation $1,612,000
Other State Programs/Grants 115,000
Other Income 72,000

Federal Funding $261,000
No Child Left Behind 115,000
Child Nutrition Program 117,000
IDEA B (Individuals With Disabilities Education Act) 29,000

Grants and Contributions $229,000

TOTAL REVENUE $2,289,000

EXPENSES
Personnel Expenses $1,375,000

Salaries and Wages 1,234,000
Benefits 141,000

Instructional Expenses $131,000
Books and Supplies 48,000
Field Lessons 49,000
Classroom Equipment 12,000
Other Instructional Support 23,000

Support 316,000
Transportation 162,000
Food Service 121,000
Professional Development 33,000

Facilities $150,000
Rent and Utilities 126,000
Maintenance and Security 24,000

Administrative Expenses $176,000
Professional Services 56,000
Other Administrative Support 119,000

Depreciation $86,000

TOTAL EXPENSES $2,234,000

OPERATING SURPLUS $55,000

Funding Gaps
As a charter school, KIPP TRUTH Academy receives significantly less
per pupil in government funding than students in traditional public
schools. Further, federal and state funding does not cover the costs
of facilities or these essentials: 

� High school placement (including application fees)

� College visits and field lessons

� Extended day/week/year program 
(salaries, lunch/snacks, and daily transportation)  

� Academic support

� Enrichment classes

Therefore, to bridge the funding gaps, we depend upon grants
from foundations and contributions from corporations and private
individuals, to meet the rest of our operating needs.

Every day is one step closer to college. : 7



$300,000 and above
Health Markets, Inc. 

Meadows Foundation 

Todd Wagner Foundation 

$100,000–$299,999
Michael & Susan Dell Foundation 

Walton Family Foundation 

$50,000–$99,999
Challenge Foundation 

Hoblitzelle Foundation

Kathleen Peters

SAP America, Inc. 

$25,000–$49,999
Beaumont Foundation 

H.E. Butt Foundation 

Palm Harbor Homes 

David & Harianne Wallenstein 

$15,000–$24,999
Pollock Foundation 

Lee & Sally Gayle Posey 

  $5,000–$14,999
William “Bill” Gedwed

Kevin Parke 

Pat & Emmitt Smith Charities,
Inc./All Stars Helping Kids 

$1,000–$4,999
City Pace

Flowserve Corporation 

Hanson Pipe Products, Inc.

Lon Kile

Ryan McMorris

John Meindl

Jaynie Schultz

Quinton Vance

$1–$999
Ky Adderley

Ted Boozer

Mr. & Mrs. Davis Cable

Denise Caldwell

Kimberly Carlisle

Cheryl Cory

Chuck H. Cotter

Dallas Mavericks

Dena DeVormer

Dr. Ted Estess

Mike Feinberg

Ginger Gatling

Mr. & Mrs. Charlie Greer

Noah Houghton

Hunton & Williams, LLP

John Kanberg

B. Kilcup

Henry Lawson

Dana Levinson

Alexander McGeoch

Luis Mendez

Marni Mohr

Maureen Peters

Laura Santillan

David & Amanda Schnetzer

Scott Shirey

Darren R. Stanley

T2 Partners

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Thompson

Russ Toates

Dacia Toll

Robert W. Trammell

Mike Wallace

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Walsworth

Jim Young

Ron Yu

KIPP TRUTH Academy
3200 S. Lancaster Rd., Suite 230-A

Dallas, TX  75216
(214) 375-8326

www.kipptruth.org

2007-2008 Board of Directors
Kevin Parke – Board Chairman

Brian Dameris – Board Secretary

William J. Gedwed 

Craig McDougal 

Michael Sorrell 

David Wallenstein 

Jim Young

Founding School Principal/Superintendent
Steve Colmus

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
We thank the following donors for their generous support:

http://www.kipptruth.org

